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hast designed her to be. We thank God for the victories to America. We thank God for the great things which are come to America through these victories.
Present glory and power have come to America through war. We may well wish that peace and not war had brought such blessings; yet it seems as we glance over the history of humanity that war is one of those mysterious dispensations from God above, through which He works out His ends, and we bow before that supreme dispensation of His power. But war is terrible, and while we rejoice because of what has come to us, we must regret the evils that follow from it. Our hearts go out in sympathy to fathers and mothers, to wives and children, whose dear ones have been slain in battle. Our hearts go out in sympathy to the soldiers suffering in hospital tent, in a climate terrible in its torrid heat, and I should be unfaithful to my human affections, to my duty to all men, did I not say that our hearts should go out in sympathy to the suffering ones of the nation against whom war has had to be waged by America. And I add that America would not be worthy of the great ideals which God has put before her as her mission if this sympathy were refused to the defeated nation* I add that it were most unworthy of the greatness of the American people to permit that their own glory should in any way be tarnished by wrong treatment of the nation we call our enemy.
Because of my loyalty to America, because of my love for her, I take this occasion to protest against those Americans who fancy they can glorify all the more their own country by vilifying and calumniating defeated Spain. It is not right; it is not American to scatter through the country statements of the Spanish people that are untrue. It is not right to say that they are superstitious. They are faithful disciples of the Catholic Church. It is untrue to say that they are ferocious and bloodthirsty. They are a chivalrous nation, worthy to be met on the battlefield by the flower of American chivalry. It is not true, as some papers say, that even the womanhood of Spain is of a low, degraded type. There is no purer womanhood on the surface of the earth than the womanhood of Spain; no more faithful wives and honored daughters than the women of Spain. It is not fair to go back two, three or four hundred years, seeking out stains to be affixed to the present escutcheon of Spain. What